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We will consider the impact of four ontologically parsimonious principles or assumptions on the 

logic of fiction and on the efforts of others to produce an intellectually satisfying natural 

language semantics for fictional discourse. 

 

Parmenides’ Law: There is nothing whatever that doesn’t exist. 

 

Frege’s Law: No referring expression refers unless there is something to which it refers. 

 

The Particular Quantifier Law: Nothing is something unless it exists. 

 

The Fiction Law: There is no object that any object of fiction is. The objects of fiction don’t 

exist. 

 

Our particular purpose will be to determine whether a plausible semantics of fiction is possible 

under these tight constraints. Four options will be considered. 

 

 An imaginist semantics 

 A psychology-first semantics 

 An objectless truths semantics 

 A no-ambiguity semantics 
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